Religion in the Sudan
el Wahhab (died 1787), a zealous theologian of Nejd, who
preached against the " innovations " which had found
general acceptance amongst Mohammedans of his day,
and, insisting upon a strictly literal interpretation of the
Koran, denounced all beliefs and practices not expressly
sanctioned by the book and by the usage of the earliest
generation of believers.
The most important feature of his teaching was the
categorical denial of the doctrine of a mediator between
man and the Deity, and therefore irreconcilable opposition
to the cult of saints and the veneration of tombs which
play such a leading part in the popular religion of the
masses.
The war against " innovations " was directed not only
against points of doctrine and ritual, but also against the
luxurious habits of life, which had been discountenanced
by the Prophet. The details of daily life were regulated
in a spirit of rigid puritanism. To the Wahhabi zealot,
the use of tobacco, the playing of musical instruments,
and the wearing of silk and jewellery are anathema, and,
where Wahhabism rules, the prohibitions are strictly
enforced.
The preaching of Mohammed Ibn Abd el Wahhab made
a deep impression on the tribesmen of Nejd, and became
of political importance when it converted Mohammed Ibn
Sa'ud, a chief of the 'Anaiza tribe at Dara'iyah. The
latter married the preacher's daughter and addressed
himself to the task of spreading the new doctrines and
enlarging his own principality. The son of this alliance
was *Abd el *Aziz Ibn Sa*ud, the great military champion
of Wahhabism who, in his father's lifetime and after his
death, led his armies to the conquest of Arabia, and
captured Mecca in 1803. The work of 'Abd el 'Aziz was
continued by his son and successor, Abdullah, but the
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